Entrance: Budapest, Castle Hill, Szentháromság tér / Holy Trinity Square, next to the bus stop

Occasional entrance for groups on special agreement: Lovas street 4/C.

Opening hours: 10.00-18.00 every day

Length of tours: 600 m (approx. 40 minutes). 

The maximum group size is 20 persons.

Temperature: 14-160C all year. (In summer a pullover or jacket is useful to have.)

Special tours

On requests an expert guide to show and explain how a military bunker works or other special programs are welcomed. 

The exhibition

The giant exhibition is a journey to the past of the Castle Hill, to the world of war medicine and cold war military bunkers, which is unknown to our generation. History is recalled by over 80 state of the art wax-work figures on more than 2000 sq.m in the caves of the Castle Hill and the former Hospital in the Rocks, which have remained untouched since the sixties

Travellers can visit and get acquainted with

· the unique system of caves under the Castle Hill

· the medieval prison in the caves

· the well where certain harem ladies of the Buda pasha were thrown during the 16th century

· one of the best medical treatments of its age in the war of independence in 1848 

· the medical corps of World War I and the connecting propaganda activity

· “The Hospital in the Rock” run during the World War II and its legends, 

· the Christmas of wounded soldiers on the home territory in World War II

· the German command post untouched since World War II

· the facilities and never used instruments, personal defensive equipments of the military bunker

· the still working technical background of the bunker (only with expert guide reserved in advance)

The unique system of caves under the Castle Hill

There is a huge system of caves and air raid shelters in the heart of Budapest, exactly under the historical quarter. Its galleries are longer than 10 km.

Since people have lived here, they lived in these caves and drank the water found in them.

These caves always fascinated people. Of course the Castle Hill has its own romantic legends, too. They tell about secret tunnels and military actions connected to them. According to the most popular one during the reign of the renaissance king Mathias in the 15th century these tunnels …

The medieval prison in the Castle Hill

Certain parts of the Castle Hill caves were used as a prison. There is an iron ring in the wall from that period. 

The caves were used not only as a prison in the medieval age, but the inhabitants used to escape from the frequent fires into them.

Later in battles they escaped here from the cannonade. During sieges - according to the legends …

The well, where unfaithful harem ladies of the Buda pasha were thrown during the 16th century

There are many blood-curdles, legends from the period of the Turkish rule. There were rumours about harem ladies walled into the caves by the pashas of Buda. One of the wells on the way is signalled on maps as the well, where unfaithful harem ladies of the Buda pasha were thrown. Other legends tell about Turkish treasures …

One of the best medical treatments of its age in the war of independence in 1848

The spring of 1848 brought the possibility for Hungary to start establishing modern Hungary by joining the civil wars sweeping through Europe. The country took arms, established, organized, equipped, trained and armed an army for herself that was able to stand its ground against the Austrian Imperial Army, one of the biggest armies in Europe until the Russian Tsarist Army an even bigger one rushed at Hungary.
The medical corps were established in a few months with strenuous organizing job. It reached and in some fields exceeded the level of the best organized medical services of the period.

We find the greatest names of the Hungarian medical history among these doctors. The system was organized and managed by the best appreciated Hungarian doctors of the period.

Women were tried to be involved into nursing by appointing Zsuzsa Kossuth, the sister of the governor to be the national matron. Less known is the fact, that women had no role in nursing before April 1849…

The medical corps of World War I and the connecting propaganda activity

World War I ordered millions of people to the fronts so military medical care became mass scale. The medical system tested and run in peace was sputtering in war because of the mass demand.

The arrivals of ambulance trains were the first realized evidence of the cruelty of war for the civil home territory,who were not touched by the war until then. The ambulance trains were received by doctors and stretcher-bearers at the railway stations. Taking care of the wounded soldiers, who gave their blood for the country, on their arrival home from the front-line became a popular and often used propaganda stunt of the period. The photographer …

“The Hospital in the Rock” run during the World War II and its legends

Some private entrepreneurs decided to build a treasury during the preparation for World War II. They planned to keep the costs low by reconstructing and rebuilding the existing caves. 

The ongoing construction was taken over by the Capital and they made a surgical emergency hospital by partially redesigning the plans. The caves were connected and a new entrance was opened from Lovas street. The hospital was ready for use by the end of 1943…

The Christmas of wounded soldiers on the home territory

They celebrated Christmas with Christmas tree or without, but everywhere in the front-line and on the home territory in military hospitals or red-cross or church medical institutions. From girl-schools packing presents to actresses nearly each level of the society took part in organizing Christmas for soldiers. The most popular diva of the period Katalin Karády…

German command post untouched since World War II

The rooms and corridors of the cave system served as a good air raid shelter as the thick stone above (more than 10 metres) gave a perfect protection against the weapons of the period. The room visited was equipped then as a German command post with telephone and hand driven fan…
The facilities and never used instruments, personal defensive equipments of the military bunker

You can learn the principles of bunkers’ operation, and the personal defensive equipments that would have provided protection against weapons of mass destruction …
The still functioning technical background of the bunker (only with expert guide reserved in advance)

You can gaze at the machines, equipments still able to function that were able to facilitate undisturbed life in the bunker in case of a thermonuclear attack…

